Lesson 3: The Church
Part 3: Early Church Meetings

Memorize: “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” Ephesians 4:16

The church of the Old Testament came together for worship and edification in the man-made tent known as the tabernacle and later in the temple and other buildings known as synagogues. The New Testament church, however, had no designated buildings for the first three centuries, and it was in this time that it experienced its most rapid growth. It often met in halls for teaching and celebrations, but the life of the church was nurtured in homes.

1. The following scriptures illustrate that the church assembled in one of two places: the temple or someone’s house. Look up the following verses and indicate where they met and what they did.

Scripture			               Activity				Temple 		House
Acts 2:46		________________________________		_______	______
Acts 3:1			________________________________		_______	______
Acts 5:20		________________________________		_______	______
Acts 5:42		________________________________		_______	______
Acts 12:12		________________________________		_______	______
Acts 16:40		________________________________		_______	______
Acts 20: 20		________________________________		_______	______
Acts 28:30-31		________________________________		_______	______
Psalm 27: 4		________________________________		_______	______
Isaiah 2:3		________________________________		_______	______

2. Where did the churches in these verses meet? (1 Corinthians 16:19; Colossians 4:5; Philemon 2; Romans 16:5)__________________________.

No man can minister to thousands effectively; likewise, the pastor of a church cannot meet all the individual needs of the congregation. We must rely on the members to minister to and help one another. 

3. Paul told Timothy to pass on his knowledge to others in 2 Timothy 2:2. What did these men do in turn? ____________________________________________________________________________.

[bookmark: _GoBack]4. 1 Thessalonians 5:11 says we are to ___________________________ and __________________________ one another.
